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House of the Week

This week we have launched a new initiative to continue to celebrate the hard work and
excellent behaviour of our pupils. Each week we will celebrate a ‘House of the Week’ based
on the house points collected. The pupils in the house will be kings and queens for the day,
wearing special lanyards to allow them priority passes around school!

Connect Virtual Support Group

Connect MHST invites Parents and carers supporting children and young people with social,
emotional, and mental health needs to a virtual support session on Wednesday 30th
October 2024, 6pm on Zoom. The virtual session is a place for parents and carers to share
their experiences, help and support each other and get information and advice to support
them. October’s support session will focus on Managing and Regulating your child’s
emotions. This link will take you to a flyer where you can click or scan the QR Code to
register your interest and to receive the Zoom invite. https://shorturl.at/LNB1G

School Lunches

Please complete the school meals form to make your child's lunch choices by clicking on
this link. Menus are available on our school website. The form is open from 8am on
Mondays until noon on Wednesdays. https://forms.office.com/e/miMkUpPTB5#

Reception and Year 6 Class Mass

Our Year 6 pupils supported their special friends in Reception class as they led the parish
Mass on Thursday on the theme of Friendship. They read and sang so beautifully and Father
Andrew was so impressed with how well they all took part in the Mass.

World Mental Health Day

On Thursday we celebrated World Mental Heath Day in school exploring our feelings and
emotions during our PSHE lessons and our staff having time for Tea and Talk throughout
the day. To celebrate this day, we share Action for Happiness’ Optimistic October calendar
for a positive month ahead.

Asda Cashpot

Our PTA need your help to raise funds for the schoolboy signing up for Asda’s Cashpot for
Schools Initiative. Our PTA get £1 for every sign up (even if you don’t do any shopping) and
0.5% of any spend at Asda or George. Download the app and find out more here:
https://www.asda.com/cashpotforschools Once you have the app, scroll down to the
green button- ‘click me to choose your school’. Type ‘St Mary’s North Shields’ and hey
presto, the PTA have a pound in the pot, and even more if you shop at Asda. Many thanks.
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Reception Class Reading Meeting
Many thanks to everyone who attended our Reading Meeting on Tuesday evening. We
hope you found this useful and will be adding the PowerPoint to our useful information

page.

Harvest

Thank you for all of your Harvest donations for the Bay Foodbank. We will be giving thanks
in a special Celebration of the Word on Monday so if you still have some donations you can
bring these on Monday morning.

October Half Term Activity Camp

Just a reminder that bookings are open for Miley and Johnson Active Kids Club for this
October half term. To book your place visit their Facebook page or https://miley-johnson-
active-kids-club.classforkids.io

Dates for your diary

Wednesday 16'" and Thursday 17" October — Parents Evenings
Friday 18" October — Year 5 Class Assembly

Week of 21 October — BIG ART WEEK

Monday 21 October — Year 6 in High Borrans

Houge of the Week, is St Oswald

Next week is ZEBRA week on the school lunch menu
Don’t forget to visit it our school website for further school information
www.stmarysonline.co.uk
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| THE RISKS?

Online Safety
#wakeupwednesdays

Al The Nationol College, oul WokeUpwedeesday guides empower and equip pamnta, corers and educators with the ¢
comversotions with children about onkre safaty. mantct hecith and weibeing, and cimate change Formady delivered by National Online Salety, these guices now cddm is wider topics ond the mes

For further guides, hints ond tpa, plecss visit natieraicobege.com

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

IN-Gi

Video games are continuing to grow in popularity -

ME CHAT

including, of course, among children and young people

WHATM - and the emergence of gaming communities has been accelerated by the inclusion of chot functionality

across many different titles, While in-game chot isn't inherently o bad thing, it can create some concerns

about online salety and the people that children might be interacting with.

DIFFERENT TYPES
OF CHAT

There are o rumber of ways that gomen
ceovmenly chat with coe enother anlee. Az the
nome would sugeest, in-gome chot happons
within the game tyoll. There's also party chat: o
GTOUR VoI conversation that coosale users con
have with anyone on the same plotform. This
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CONTACT WITH
STRANGERS

Whether it's text- Of voloR-Dosad, in-game
chot ia frequently open to oll players 1o Use
Mony gomes dedoult 10 making It an opt-in
function, but some don't: meaning o chikd couls
stort weaing mazinges within the game from
poaple (hey're playing with, regardiess of
whother they know those individuods or net
While moet strangers wor't necesserity have (il
NEent, thete a1 300 Wi may Dehove
nappropriately when chatting 1o o cNia -
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DANGER OF A
GROOMING ‘ b

% » bean reportad that some young gamaen
have encountored alder plaryurs andne wha
pretend 1o be @ lowur age 10 monipuate
children. sending gitts in axohange for chatting
and sending pholtos. Just s on ahy Mmessoging
phatform, it's Qood %0 odvise young poople to
avoid speaking to strongers; smphnsise that
they shouidn't accept gifts from anyoos onlne
ot ey don'Lanow.
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S— ‘ BULLYING AND ABUSE

While seenu In-gome chat con turn ko
becouse of how o matoh piirys out, others

turn that woy because of psople who engage in
trafing - in eaxence, Denaving In on cMerve
and sbusive way smply Lo touse painorget o
rise out of whoever they're folking to Those
treils often lean on rociof shurs, antl-LGaT
santiment and other hatedul ehetorie; thay
normally loel inost confident preying on
younger, mare imprassioncbie gomen

POTENTIAL FOR
PRIVATE CHAT

o playw would like o re-match with o
stiang e atter meeting them in the game, Shey
can vend o frund regquet, of use the party chet
Togethar n the luture. For the Mot part, this is
harmiess - but It might lead o messages being
eachanged in peivate, This could then esciiate
to the sharing of privote Informotion, ond
potentialy attempts 1o manipwate or scam
younger players
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COMPETITIVE e
ATMOSPHERE P 4

Cartnin games are very competitrm, and
ploynr con somutivms oot upast i they fesi a
teammate i undesperfarming, an opponent
won unfoirly, or they ‘e just 0 Bod losor This oon
lnad to wnplensont mesaages that ctroy awoy
from ploytul ‘trash taic’ and wonder into the
tweritory of bullying. Same players have been
known 1o gt Incred Bly abusive in situations llke
i, and the Impoct of this ob 8 young gamer's
amational weilbeing coulds be severe

L 4

LOCK-DOWN IN-GAME CHAT

Ir-gome chat oen often be disoled In the gama's settings. This affows

chlicron to ploy without risk of contact frem strangers — tut T will nesd 1o

Bbe dons in soch individuag goma. Taxd chot aapeors in (e comar of the scraen =
tities, 30 Ay normadly way 1o 1ake o fuick glance o see what's Deing said.

With veice chat, -pualldﬂhnwhﬂt-w Isnappropriata s they con ipot

the dangers thamaelves
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REPORT POTENTIAL OFFENDERS
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of the goene's rules, they Moy be banned Stom plyying satirely. This iy done within the
garmae Haall, 5o ouch thie has @ vightly difersnt procest. but Bese tend to be

designed for simygiicity.
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Meet Our Expert

loyd Coombes is the Editor in Chiet of GGRecon and hos baan working In
the games media iIndustry for frve years. He's clso o porent and therefors

understands the knportance of onliee sofety. Writing mainly abiout tech
and Btnoass, his work has boen published ot sites Inc '.'1lﬂg IGN
TechRador, and plenty more
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CONSIDER OTHER CHAT OPTIONS

1 @ £ wosts to play with peopie they know, canside wsing porty chatora
1%rit-party sersics e Distord Thi alioas sveryone ireolved t4 chot on o privatn
warver and even enjoy 0och sther's company wiile playing diffecont games. It's gise
far mare so0ure. ade aayona ssoking 10 cin will nead 10 10quest and ke grawviad accos
= natmally Sy wheever is hotting the chut
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COMMUNICATION IS KEY

Mok sure onkaren unaerstand e
and being abusive Tok about whot it |

fram strongers anlve. Be clear that tew‘&qnwcmmﬂmm they
should teil o trusted Sdult as soon as possisie Empower SHldren jo Idettily the naks
of IN-gosno chat for thomselves ana (eassue tham thay wen's get In frechie for
wankng Nelp ¥ arything goss wreng,

@ @wake.up.wednesday ot @wakeupweds

Usors of this guide 40 20 O their own disceetion. No Hobility is entered inte. Current os of the dote of rolease: 0230 2024

anfidence and grocticol skils 10 be oble 10 have infermeod cnd age-appropeiote



